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For the benelit of thang were not prevent we ay here that C.D'W.” means that Charley 


Aid well. 

Tux American Baptist Home Mission Society met for its Forty- 
First Anniversary in the Emmanuel Baptist Church, Albany, May 
Is, 1878, at 24 o'clock Pax. 

The President und Viece-Presidents being absent, A. B. Capwell, 
Fsq., was called to the chair. 

Wa was offered by Rev. Geo, C. Baldwifi, D. D., of Troy, 


The Chairman addressed the meeting with a thr remarks, 
and the Society proces. to business, 

Committees were 
TRANS . 85 Report on the Northern 40 Western 


On. in part 0. The 8. Dr. Backus. 

An abstract of the Annual Report on en, Department 
was read by Rev. Dr. Simmons. 

. on the Obarek HaiSe Depart: 
ment was read by Rev. Dr. Taylor. 


Rezoleed, That this Society does not e 6 reden of Ks general 
ary work into Separate departments, involving eeparate committees, 


and annual reports; but it does approve such Southern Department for & : 0 
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Elueation of Freed men as was recommended by the Committee of Seven, % * 


adopted by the Society at its annual meeting in Bo-ton. in 1869. 


Voted to refer said resolution to a committee of seven. 
Rev. D. G. Corey offered the following : 


Rol ved. c bs ba RE 
penses of the Society, and the $ecretary force e Sep mn, 
ceasful progccution of the work with which we are charged. 


Voted to refer this resolution to the Committee of Seven, 


The Treasurer, Wm. A. Gellatly, Eq. presented his reh. * 


which was adopted. 
Rev. James French addressed the meeting on the Society's 
in Colorado. 


Rev. A. E. Dickinson addrezed as meeting on the Sooiety' 7 


among the Freedmen. 
Rev. H. L. Wayland spoke on the this work. 


Rev. W. W. Everts spoke on Benevolent Contributions for is 


gions, 7 


Rev. A. E. Mather spoke on the Society's work in Michigan. 9 1+ 


Aſter prayer by the Rev. Dr. Gillette, the Society , 8 
0 


The Society met at 74 ru, according to adjournment. 


Evxx1x0 — 4 1 | 


einging, the Rev. Dr. Foster, of Mass., offered prayer,” : * | 4 


The Rev. Dr. J. D. Fulton addressed the Society on the E 


tion of Freedmen; the Rev. Dr. R. Jeffrey spoke on the Society's N 


work in the West; the Rev. Dr. Hobart poke on the work of 
Society in Illinois. 


TuUuSDAr, May 1 8 


The Society met for 3 at 9 Oolock, A. u. ee e ia: I 


the Rev. Dr. Keyser, of N. J., _— e ere e 
prayer. 
Lake City and Utah, which was adopted. 


Your Committee, appointed to consider the propriety of 
lishing a Mission in Salt Lake City, respegtfully report: 


Rev. Dr. Johnson presented the report of the — on 8 1 | 7 


Salt Lake City, the capital of Utah, has s population of aEput {> 


twenty-five thousand. The large majority of the 
Mormons ; but the Mormons there, as throughout the Ter 
in a transition state. eee 
olasses of Europe; the children are acquiring a higher i 
and greater 

_ lighed charohes in Salt Lake City; and these churches are 
ing. Is it not time for us to consider the possibility of. 


which others bave already done? Moreover, there are now at | 


fifteen or twenty Baptists in and near the city who beseech you 
help, and who will await anziously your action as this tons: : 
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tain a missionary among them. Whether, therefore, your Cc 
tee consider the situation of Balt Lake City as the pal, 
ecclesiastical capital of a vast country, or the condition of th 
ple in . Wan OY minationg 


Other Sa yah 
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Cuorch Kdifice work, which, after remarks, was adopted. 
* 


Seven on the division of the Society's work; which, after remarks 
by Rev. Drs. Fisb, Simmons, Anderson, Thomas, Corey, and Key- 
ser, was adopted almost unanimously, _ 

The Committee to which was referred certain rerolutions offered 
by Drs. Sheldon and Corey, recommend the adoption by the So- 
ciety of the following declaration touching the matters embraced in 
the said rexolutions: 

1. That we regard the object of this Society to be as defined in the Constitu- 
tion, to promote the preaching of the gospel in North America. 

2. That we regard the education of freedmen and the gathering of the 
Church Building Fund as important interests committed to the Society by the 


of God, and as germane to its great object. 
3. That for- the prevent the Secretaries shall be elected as co ordinate, and 
their powers and duties shall be defined by the Board,” 

4: That collections sball hereafter be taken without special designation (ex- 
copt by desire of contributors) for all the v of the Society, save for the 
Church Edifice and Endowment Fund, and all tures'*hall be made under 
the direction of a Finance Committee to be appointed by and from the Board. 

5. That « committee of five shall be appointed by the Chair to consider the 
quention of ex pentes at the Rooms, to report at the next anniversary. 


Rev. G. S. Abbott presented a 


REPORT ON CALIFORNIA AND THE CHINESE. 

Your Committee regards the opening of this State to the civilized 
and uncivilized world within the last quarter of a century as one 
of the most Providential openings that bas ever presented itself 
to an aggressive Christian people. With a sea-coast of seven 
hundred miles; with vast San Joaquin and Sacramento valleys 
of ivexhaustible fertility; with 3 climate having all seasons 
for its own; with cities and to led with the representatives of 
all parts of our land; with a great variety of mineralogical, agri- 
cultural, and commercial industries; with the most glorious of pos- 
sibilities that *uffer in no way by comparison, California invites the 
largest practicable Baptist home mission work. Eepecially in view 
of the fact that it is now threatened by the policy of a Jesuitism 
that proposes to overthrow Protestant Christianity on the Pacific 
coast. 

Your Committee therefore urge the most generous and ready and 
w ell-manned oceupaney of California, Oregon, and Wasbington 
Territory. These States face on Old-World paganism. It seems in- 
deed to be archored just off from their shores. Already they have 
invited one hundred thousand Chinese to furnish cheap labor to 
their ever-increasing industries. Already bave Chinese merchants 


taken first rank in American merecantile life. Already have many 


of their children become converted, some of whom are now doing 
foreign mission work in their fatherland. 

Your Committee have no hesitaney in affirming it as their judg- 
ment that the Chinese are destined to become before long a large 
and wort hy portion of our adopted American citizenship; and that 

labor among them, such as Rev. John Francis, of 
San Francisco, is now engaged in, is one of the most imperative du- 
ties of the hour, 


Signed, Rev. G. S. Aunortr, Chairman. 
: Rev. D. W. Fav 
. "Rev. H. J. Oo E 


8. T. H illman, Eq, prezented the report of Committee on Enroll- 
Manns ARD DuLzcaTtEs.- New York, 136; Massachusetts, 66; 
Pennsylvania, 19; New Jersey, 23; Rhode Island, 7; Connecticut, 
11; New Hampsbire, 8; Illinois, 6; Ohio, 5; Vermont, 7; Michi- 


ga 2 Wisconsin, 2; Ontario, 1. Total, 293. 


Rev. H. C. Fish presented the report on the Extension of the 


The Committee on the Church Edifice Fund present the following ſvg $24 | 
re : 
. are particularly pleased with the assurance contained in the om the 
Annual Report, that during no preceding year the Church Edifice legged * 
de partment of our work has received more earnest or abundant eption, | 
words of encouragement than during that just closed,” and that Contril 
this enterprise is being steadily and vigorously pursued. We are lnded in 
sure that the work is growing upon the minds of all intelligent inn. . + 


men, Its importance cannot possibly be over- estimated — nor A- 
should we be dismayed at its magnitude; but with all patience Whtacoachus 
labor and wait for its consummation. Rhode lola 

Rev. W. V. Garner presented the report of the Society's work WF onnectic: 
among the French. low Jornr 


It was gratifying, to know that the French people—who number 


in our country tens of thousands—come in for a share of the foster. . 
ing care and beneficent labors of our Home Mission Society, and ** . 
that the efforts expended in this direction have been productive 6 $ow 
of good results. tal 
Resoleed, That this Society regards the presence of a large French-speaking bo is. 


population in the United States, chiefly immigrants from Canada, as furnish- The 
ing a hopeful field of evangelical labor on the part of our domestic missionar * 
organizations, ollows: 
Resolved, That the Board of this Society be encouraged to the prosccutio N York 
of la bor in this field as opportunity arises, and also to the assistance of loca! 
missjonary organizations in this work. Michigan. 
Resolved, That « committee be appointed by the Society to report at the ner: WF" isconsin 
annual meeting in regard to the missionary policy to be pursued in reference {FP inneots 
to the French-speaking population in this country, alifornia 


| H. 
Committee appointed: Rev. Dr. Caldwell, Rev. Dr. Cutting, Res. nts ne 
Dr. Howard. ontana. 


In thi 
Pastors who were not present, are requested to read the following hundred 


report with care, and give the contents of it to their people will““. 1 
such explanations or notes as they think profitable. Portions of it Uver. 


are worthy of being read from the pulpit. ins. 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. There 


rganize 


As missionary work is appreciated, so will it be enpported. Por. 


tions of the ever · flowing stream may at times be turned aside to fa- Vild and 
vor other interests, but the source will remain the same. There wil et millio 
be support for missjonaries as long as there is a gospel to be preached. When 
or a people commissioned of God to preach it. This belief is justifiel Wt ended, 1 
by the receipts of the last ten years. into hon 

The receipts of the Society for mizsionary work—and that was about all . When 
work the Society was then doing—were for the year ending with March 185, Vounta 
$32,000. From these receipts five and a half per cent. or $1,800, were paid 1, pee: 


your Corresponding for salary, and for editing the Society's paper. s 
The year ending with March 1864, your receipts to support missjonarices were Vhen h 
$43,000. From these you paid your Correspomding Secretary for ealery ar the ! 
expenses lens than four and a half per cent, 
The year ending with March 1865, your receipts to support missjonaries were he stan 
$76,000, From these you paid your Corresponding Secretary for salary vnd 
expenses about two and a half per cent. 

The year ending with March 1866, your receipts to support miesjonuaries were 
$78,000, From these you paid your Correepwnding Secretary for sulary avi BY / bet 
expenses two and a balf per cent. 

The year ending with March 1867, your receipts to support missionaries wer- 
$140,000. From these you paid your Corresponding Secretary for galary an 0 mon 
expenses lens than two per cent. ; 

The last year, ending with March 1873, the receipts for mission- 
ary purposes from the northern half of your field, for which Secre 
tary Backus was elected, have been $104,612.67. From these re 


_ ceipts you have paid him for salary and expenses three and a þal! Ara: 


per cent. or $3,600, which is two per 
missions from his district than you in 1863 on the entire 
receipts, when his salary was only half it has been the past yea". ine Rex 
: SOLICITING AGENCIES. 
Four Distriot Secretaries have been employed, one in New Eng- 
land, one in New Jersey, one in Pennsylvania, and one in Ohio set! 
These four brethren have devoted themselves to the work of dura 
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less on the receipts for river, is 
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ig and instrueting the churches and Sabbath-schools in the different 
jepartments of the Society's work; and have solicited and received 
rom them such contributions for either department as they were 
leased to make; but their salaries and expenses, with a slight ex- 
eption, have boon paid as in years past from run MIs8I0NARY FUND. 
Contributions have been made to this fund from the States in- 
juded in the four districts, as follows : 


ont al. c> 6d dh Oren ob $733 08 Penneylvania.............. $12,363 02 

Ty ew Hampshire CAE ON: OR 26 05.4400 0c 0420 45 doin 3,210 93 
6 Rd bog I Beg Fn 2,293 60 lndiana.................... T8 

ce accachusetts...........-- 16,610 04 Payment of Legacy of Almon 
"RTP 1,942 34 . EE 2,500 00 

"rk Wr th 4s BY To I WARTS Woe, 224 58 
ow Jersey oogo coves 5,073 38 

* COOPERATING STATES. 

* For New York, Michigan, IIlinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Califor- 

92 and other co-operating States and Territories, no District Secre- 


wries have been employed. The work has been done in each State 
y a general missionary of its own election, who has been supported 
by the contributions of the State wherever they were sufficient to 
"tf io it. 
The contributions of these States for miasionary work have been as 
ollows : a 


„ Terk. oi hs e $26,970 10 Kaas $562 98 

Nino. 7.9381 34 Oregon. LEE „4 „1 FEY 265 10 

hoc „„ „„ „ 4,947 30 Colorado . . 258 63 

ett ISCONSIO,. ,, coo e445 nc8 2,674 52 Washington Territory —— ++ 79 55 

nee iP linnegota............ooc nnn 54 34 

eG 00v0d>iovo cs %% oo coo coder eons gh 50 00 

K «> ooo dope v3oveve b 89 00 

1 Coons des ces 840 78 Wyoming 19 50 
— oye 600 00 


In this Northern Department, support has been given to three 
ne u>dred and thirty-seven missionaries. One hundred and sixty- 
uu even. or about one half of these, have labored west of the Mississippi 
unter. Thirty-two have labored on or beyond the Rocky Moun- 


ins. 


PACIFIO COAST. 

There is no longer, as in years past, an unexplored—unknown 
Vest. When one has gone west ward, from where the Society was 
rganized, one thousand miles, he finds there the vast Prairies, not 
11d and unproductive, but cultivated, beautified and made the homes 
f millions, 

When e has gone fifteen hundred miles, be finds yet more ex- 
 Witended, but less cultivated Plains; and these are being ſhst converted 

into homes and improved for gain. 
„ Wben he has gone two thousand miles, there he finds the Rocky 
„eta, When he has gone twentyfloe hundred miles, be bas 

done over or across the mountains into the great Salt Lake Valley. 
r WY ben he has gone three thousand miles, he will be on the west aide 
„t the Home Mission field. Having orossed the field, he can 
* appreciate the amount of work there is to be done; and as 
he stands looking with wonder and amazement upon | that * great 

d wide sea,“ let him not fail to think of One, infinitely greater, who 
olds it in the hollow of His hand, and before whom it is but a ferry- 
1y between America and Asia, across which He is sending the gospel 
» China, Siam, Assam, Japan, and adjacent peoples. 

The prineipal divisions along the coast are Washington Territory 
e more northern, Oregon the central, and California the more south- 
"Mm. Either of these divisions is 60 large, 60 destitute, and 80 invit- 
ing, as to demand many times the labor we are able to bestow 


* Won it. | 
* . 

WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
s Around Puget Sound, and east and south as far as the Columbia 
4 rirer, is miasionary | inviting as it is destitute. To indicate 
present 


this T we quote 
122 _— from erritory, we q 

* At Seattle our brethren are struggling on nobly. on Sabbath, 
ys | the morning #ervice, we. repaired to the beautiful waters of 
e Sound, where I buried with Christ in baptiom, & dear brother 
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and sister, in the presenoe of a largo ooneouree of poople, ag "ot + 
whom had never before seen the ordinance of baptism admini 
There, by the waterside, we worshipped God, in hymms of Peas 
in prayer, and in baptising believers. In the afternoon „ 
church met in the house of brother Haneford, and for the firs tit 
commemorated the dying love of our once humbled but now alto 
Lord. Our brethren are pushiag forward their house of worghij 
A few months later: They kept the dedication of the house of 
with joy.” - Our General Missiogary, the Rev. Dr. Curtis, » was 
ent and assisted in the service. : 

The following has just come to hand from n the 
the Territory: 

Mr Daan Broturr 1x Cunter:— The Firat "I Chareh of 
Washington Territory, wants « preacher and puter; a man called of Gf 
full of the Holy Ghost. The church has twenty-one members. cheorful=giver: [ 
but with little means. The two members best able to give will pay oa: ae? 
for the year, and 1 have faith that's comfortablo nUpport can be raied a+ 5 

3 


true man. 


The town is a place of about 2,000 people, and is rank with every of 
kind of horesy an! ilnfidelify, for every worldling here has some rel 54 
impious dogma on which he leans. „ - 

O brother, it is important that this coast be saved for Oheiot, T 6 
strive to impress you with the prospects of this lovely region of P 
To you its natural conditions are well known. . Its e 
be white with fleets; its shores, to warm with dying souls. And it 17 
as momentous, for a young community, that truth prevail in it from the g 
as for « child that he bs rightly trained ? Who can extimate the inflignce, ys - 
all time, of the truth in Christ, that may be preached here now in a age y 
Do not think us visionary when we prophesy, that in this basin, at 
day, will accumulate moral forces that shall perceptibly be felt 
world. Whether we be beside ne, it is to God; or 
Sober, it is for your eause and ours, © The love of Chriat K 

Olympia is the sent of Goreramont, and hore are to be reach ed * 
character and enterprise of the torritory who are to shaps its im u Ha uy 
future. Here is a great work to be done. No common man will be; 
the task. A little church like ours cannot, for itself, claim the man w 
oon, and the trust demand. Bat the bast rate wo offor is big with. 
tive results, we seek not our own, but Chrict . on these shore, 4 4 
hereafter. Dy 


Can you help us to u pastor, ne ons who N 
to ory in this wildernces,  Propare yo tho wy of the Lied, ani mike; a 
straight; one who is willing to venture something for the Master 7 © f BY 
ORBGON. | + 
Immediately south of Washington Territory is the State of Dregy 
There are two ranges of mountains running north and aer 
the State. The coast range along or near the ocean on the want. $4 
ot the State, and the cascade range more inland, croaging vs 15 
middle of the State. Between these two ranges, lies the brogd, be4 
tifal, and far-famed Willamitte Valley. The Willamitte Rives 
the mountains at the extreme south end of the valley (and * 
Modoos or Lava beds), and runs north through the centre. "24h \4 
ley for one hundred and fifty miles or more, 7 bp? © 
into the Columbia River. WH 
Portlaad, Ocegon City, Salem the capital of the £ 
city, Eugene city, and five or ten times as 3 
towns and villages, are located on and near the 
And there are hundreds of towns and gettlements three 
valley, in 8 poo ugnogeniry 7" un td 
This is all missionary ground, where efficient men, and none 
support them, are greatly needed. ; 
Thirty years have past since this Society cont to Or on 7 
son, & Fisber, and s0on after a Chandler. In Oregon eity, ii n Pot 
and in Salem where they held the first meetings and x | 
sermons, there are now Churches and Sabbath-schools, with 
excellent pastors. And what they did in the beginning of « 3 
has led to the existence of three Azsociations of O arches: 
work has made only the more work for the Society now. Not & 
that beginning has there been a time when there was 0 meh 
done in Oregon as at the present, or when proapectively * 
ons MO eee AE n 
them. 
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_ This State, south of Oregon, lies along the Pacific Ocean for 

geven hundred miles. Its rivers, mountains and valleys; its plains 
and prairies and hills inland for hundreds of miles are not eurpassed. 
In every part of it there is a demand for Home Mission work. There 
are men and money in California, but neither the one nor the other is 
consecrated to Christ or available for missionary work, and if there 
is danger that the Freedmen may be turned to the support of papa- 
ey, there is yet greater danger that the great State of California and 
the whole Pacific coast, may at no distant day be in the power of the 
Jevuits, They are now more numerous, have more missions, more 
| schools, and are devoting more money to cupport them, than the Prot- 
- evtants of the several denominations combined. Only by preaching 
the gospel on the whole const, and doing it without delay, can the 
growth of papacy be arrested or its power be broken. 

Another and very important part of our work on the coast is for 
the Chinese. 

We have in San Francisco' a good school property with a Chi- 
nese school of over sixty pupils. For this we are indebted chiefly 
to Rev. John Francis, 

The following is from his last report: 

* T have labored thirteen weeks on my field, and have held eighty meetings 
for instructing the Chinese, and for preaching, prayer, exbortation, and sing- 
ing the pppizes of God in the English and Chinese languages. 

, * Tho laterest and attendance in our Chinese Mission school, and aleo in the 
Chinese Sanday-schools, is fully sustalned, the number of pupils and teachers 
being as follows : 
In Mission school each evening 90 pupils and 8 teachers. 
rt Bapt. Church Sunday #chool 0 20 
Oakland Bapt. * * 40 20 Pp 


Rrook)yn « « « 4 17 60 10 o 
eb WR SPE 187 pupils, 68 teachers. 


The following is from a report of Lee Key, an assistant missionary, 
for his quarter ending with March : 

* I have labored on my field thirteen weeks, and have azeiated in seventy-two 

teaching and conducting religious worship in the Chinese language 
in the Miesion Rooms. I have visited the Chinese Sabbath-achools in San Fran- 
cisco, in Oakland, and in Brooklyn; and I have visited the factories and other 
places where my countrymen congregate, and where I have preached to them 
the doctrine of Jesus and have given them copies of Scripture and reli- 
gious tracts. In our Chinese Baptist Mission School, $29 Washington street, 
we have enrolled over 100 pupils, and over 60 are in regular attendance, and all 
Stop to the religious services at the close of each zeasion of our school. There 
are over 200 Chinese In one factory that I visit in Brooklyn. I am thankful to 
my ferioar and to the Micelon Board that pays to cupport me as your brother 
in Christ.“ 
THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 2 

Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Colorado are on or near the Rocky Mountains, and a portion of 
the Home Mission field five hundred miles wide by one thousand miles 
long. 

Each one of these eight States or Territories has its capital. Four 
of them have their railroad towns and all of them have mining 
towns and centres of capital, influence and industry. In each there 
are xettlements where the gospel has uever been preached, and these 
m_ multiply much faster than we are able to multiply misgion- 


nene people 
than are found on this portion of our field. Health and contentment 
found here invite population. The numbers will continue to increase 
with marvellous rapidity. We must carry forward our work with a 

increase of energy. 

It is chame that we have done no more in these Territories. But 
only Pharaohs will condemn us or demand of us work that they give 
neither men nor money to perform. 

.. During the last year we have given support to an able missionary 
f .... Oy, th pal of Tk, whom 
f 5 of Idaho, where 

ors, nh In Utah and 


* 


n Territories we have given eupport to two miseionsries 
At Salt Lake City there are now twenty-five thousand people. 4 
Baptist church with eighteen or twenty members has been organized. 
They bare a wide-awake Sabbath-school, but neither missionary nc 
meeting-house. They tay they are ready to pay one half the cox 
of a good lot with a good house of worship on it, if the Society c 
triends abroad will pay the other half. We hope this may be appre 
oĩat ed, and, if possible, receive special encourage ment at this meeting, 


From Evanston, near Falt Lake City, the Rev. Mr. Smith now laborirg 
there reports great encouragement in the growth of his ccngregatien and of 
the Ea bbath-school ; ard that they now have a Sabbath in Exanston, the people 
by c« mmwon coreent diecontinuirg their worldly business, and many of them '0 
attend worship. 

Writing from Laramie, Wyoming Territory, Rev. D. J. Pierce rays: © 
have baptized ten since Feb. 1. Others are coming. Over thirty earnest young 
men and women were present this evening at the young people's meeting. 
Some asking prayers, I am greatly encouraged.” 


In Colorado the Society has given support to nine missicnarie 
There have been revivals in many of the towns from Greeley sont! 
for two hundred miles. New churches have been organized. Seven nev 
meeting-honses have been finished and dedicated to God, or are now in 
process of erection in different parts of the Territory. An Associs 
tion of seven churches has been organized in the southern part of the 
Territory where the society now has several missionaries laboring. 

The labors of these missionaries and the results that follow en. 
tend to and into New Mexico. Not heretofore has there been 8uct 
an open door to preach the gospel to that dark people. Two of th: 
churches organized are worshipping in their midst. These churches 
are lights in dark places and out of the thicker darkness and deeper 
degradation of that most degenerated papacy, individuals are com- 
ing to the light. 

We quote the Rev. B. M. Adams now a mleclonary on the 

Can there be a man found suited to missionary work among 
Mexicans? Born and brought up in the Roman Catholic Obure 
they are ignorant, superstitious and degradingly religious. They d. 
penance in ways and by self degrading and self-torturing processes 
that are to us perfectly horrifying. 

„While gur Christian «ympathies carry us abroad to preach the go+ 
pel in foreign lands, should these millions, s0 benighted, j in our own 
land be neglected ? 

The door is open here, and now, to preach the gospel to these poor 
deluded souls. If a young man with proper qualifications could be ee. 
cured to labor among them, I should have no doubt of his success“ 

We find already among them, here and there one, who has at som 
time seen a portion of Seripture or come in contact with a purer 
Christianity and is only waiting to know more of Christ. The exist 
ence and influence of the churches we have organized among them. 
and of those we hope to organize, will contribute to make succes 
more certain. The distribution of Spanish Scriptures will do much to 
help. Only give us « missionary who can preach in the Spanish lan- 
guage without an interpreter, and the Lord will give the increase. If 
this is impossible, can I be supplied with Spanish Seriptures for gra 
tuitous distribution. Only two weeks ago I found a Mexican whos 
father was in Alabama forty-two years ago where he obtained two 
Spanish Testaments, which afterwards led him and his family to re 
nounce in practice the teachings and worship of the Roman Church 
My informant is now attentirely listening to my preaching and ear» 
estly desiring that I shall show him the way of "the Lord more per 
feotly. 


* Can you not, of interest some friend of Christ, who hs 
large means and a larger heart, to make a special donatio 
for this object; and can I not in some way. obtain suitable tracts t- 
distribute among the people and for members of our churchs 
to read and then circulate? It may to you that I am ove 
zealous, but the Lord is with us; the door is open before us; we an 
much encouraged in the work, and expect, with God's bleasing, to 
southern Colorado blossom as a rose. 

In northern Colorado, the churches ut Denver, Golden our 
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tral City and ee have each a house of worship and a pastor. 
The Rev. James French, our general missionary for Colorado, reports 
the work prosperous in every part of the Territory, but says the Soci- 


ety must not forget that great prosperity increases greatly the de- 


mand for missionaries and for money to support them. 
THE PLAINS. 


From the Rocky Mountains east to the Missouri River are the 
Plains. Here are Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansgs. 

Dakota lies immediately north of Nebraska aþd west of Minnesota. 

Our first missionary to Dakota was the Rev; L. P. Judson, who 
went there in 1865, The last year we have given support to six mis- 
sionaries now in the Territory. In July an association was organized 
with nine Baptist churches and seven ordained ministers. 

To show the encouraging growth and future promise of our work 
at the present time, we quote from a letter just received from the 
Territory: 


*Swax Lars, TuxxER Co., D. T. 

« Eprror Hou Misston HERALD :—I have read attentively every lssue of 
your paper, and I think the March number excels. Do you know what « great 
and good work you are doing for those who cannot help themselves and would 
be without religious instruction or reading were it not for you? We are of 
that number. We know of what we speak and what reason we have to be glad. 
Keep on, brethren, in your noble work. Send miasionaries to these new fields, 
where, without them, the people «it in darkness. 

They meet with a hearty welcome. In our darkness we joyfully hail the 
dawn of light. My pen cannot write what my soul would express. Words are 
not sufficient to tell how much we thank the Baptist Home Mizssion Society fpr 
what it is doing here. 


In Nebraska, south of Dakota, we have given support to thirty- 
two missionaries. The Rev. J. N. Webb, our general missionary, 
who is reported as being almost omnipresent and never weary in his 
work, reports all prosperous except, perhaps, Omaha. The future 
for Nebraska is full of promise. 


Kaxsas.—Immediately south of Nebraska and west of Missouri is 


the State of Kansas. Its central position, as connected with other 
States, its climate, its variety and richness of soil, its cultivation and 
improvements, present and prospective, all look to future greatness. 
In this State the Society bas given support to twenty-seven mission- 
aries, Twice the number would not have met the demands for mis- 
Sionary labor. All the year the work has been more or less embarrassed. 
In no State have your Board accomplished less as compared with 
what needed to be done. The year, however, has not been without 
suceess in different localities, and it is hoped that better organized, 
more efficient and successful work may be done the present year. 
Support has been given to six missionaries in the Indian Territory 
south of Kansas. Reports have come to us, from different 8ources, 
complaining that the worship of our churches, both of the Ottawas 
and of the Delawares has been interfered with by certain Quaker 
Agencies, but whether 80 far as to demand the attention of the 
Society, your Board are not prepared to say. The States of 
Minnesota and Iowa and a large portion of Missouri lie be- 


tween the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. In the State of Minnesota 


the Society has given support to thirty-three missionaries. By those 
laboring along the Northern Pacific Railroad from Duluth across 
the north end of the State to Dakota, the gospel has been preached, 
churches organized and meeting-houses built at points where 
most demanded. 

In this State there are five thousand Baptists. They have returned 
to your treasury, in contributions, one half of all the money paid to 
—_— laboring in the State south of the Northern Pacific Rail- 


Immediately south of Minnesota is the beautiful and fertile State of 
lows. In this State there are twenty thousand Baptista. Here we 
have given support to $ixteen missionaries, and have received from 
the State in contributions for missions, $224.58. 


Mison. — South of Iowa is the larger, and not less important 
State of Missouri, with her one thousand Baptist churches, and 
seventy thousand communicants. 
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the amount of $9,000, And baving done this, 


ne 
4 n as * ar 


In this State your Board bas * support to 
and the receipts from the State for mission-work — 2 

The States lying immediately enst of the Minnis 
the northern half of your mission field, are 1 
In Wisconsin the Society, with its plan of 
port to twenty-eight missionariea The receipts fro 
missionary work bave been $2,674.53. 3 

In Illinois the Society, with its plan of oper ba ons eup- 
port to thirty- seven missionariea, and the 2 | 
work from the State bave been $7, 951.34. 
twenty missjonaries, and the contributions of the | 
port. of missionaries have been $4,947.30. 13 Ts 

In New York the Society, co-operating with the: com. foto- ds 
given support to sixt'y- three missionaries, and the yontr- for 
the support of missionaries have been for the year, 680,0 

Many of the misvionaries to whom support has 415 
ferent States and Territories have preached the | 
guages. Their Sabbath-schools are generally tx 

The German Raytists are amicably and well i 
conferences, the Eastern and the Western. With Fach K 
ferences the Society co-operates in the mizsion w Fad 
several of the States. | = 


The Rev. J. C. Haselbubn, onee a valuable memlfor | 1 
is the General Missjonary of the Western German g 
conference at its last annual meeting, in view of fe 9 
mans on their field, to whom they must preach the: 
were ever to hear it, voted to ask of this Society pf 
the support of faithful German Mizssionaries of th 


w ln is 


sel ves to raise and pay into your treasury for this: 
one third of what they asked for, and to pay it; 
Society should need it. The first quarter was Seng 4 
before it was due, and afterwards finding that the rens 
drawn, they advanced some hundreds of dollars” ta }; 
concerning giving and receiving,” the German 
stands at a premium. 
Leas chould not be done for others on this northei | 

field, but more should be done for the Germans, dhe ane 
the Jews and the French. What are forty or Yity {3 

missionaries ſor eight millions of Germans, Swedes, Hun- 
gians, French und Jews? The salvation of * mit 


for them by this Society. 35 
Dr. Mason ns: «The adi aviedes if 75 3 
in Neu England, is that Home Missions must ha * 
in their prayers and oontributions.“ oy 
The growing conviction of your Board is, ox 
for the French in New England and in eastern Naw V+; 
Your Board suggest that a special oommittee he [raped 
and report on the work of the Society for the Foregn; jp 
perhaps another on the demands of the Pacific Pte A 
Chinese, and another on the obligations of the Sc 
the French in the New England States, and in eq 1 


THE SOUTH HALF OF THE HOME M © 9 
Tus number of missionary laborers. suf be q 
States and in Mexico d the year has been 1043 
churches organized on this of the field, 41 tlie 
struction, between 700 and 800. Ot iheve, 
taught in our seven theological institutes, In 
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that u few years ago the Romish priests in Mexico used to charge 
one hundred dollars for uniting a couple in marriage ! that the great 
mass of the people felt unable to pay 80 much; and that, as a conse- 
quence, from one-half to two-thirds of the parents of that country are 
thought to be living out of wedlock ! 

But a brighter day has dawned. The dominance of Rome is 
broken, and the power of the gospel begins to be felt. 

Three missionaries have been sustained in Mexico, viz. : Revs. 
Thomas M. Westrup, F. Trevino, and J. M. Uranga. Their labors 
have been blessed, though not a little hindered. The civil war, the 
hatred of Rome, and the unscriptural practices of Protestants, have 
proved serious obstacles. For be it known, that there are Protestant 
miasjionaries in Mexico, sustained by evangelical Christians in the 
United States, who have not only subverted the ordinance of bap- 
iam and put eprinkling in its stead, but who confess that they some- 
times accept Catholic chridtening as Bible bat iam Between these 

people and Baptists there must of necessity be an “ irrepressible 
conflict,” | 

2; THE WHITE RACE IN THE SOUTH. 

Tun United States census informs us that there are not only mil- 
Hons of Africans, but millions of the poorer class of whites in the 
South, who cannot read or. write. Among these, your missionaries 

bave gladly and vigorously worked. No appointments which the 
Board makes are voted through with greater heartiness or unauimity 
than those for the benefit of the Caucasian race in the South. Native 
Southern men too are among our appointees; brethren they are in 
dome instances of rare worth and piety and devotion. The Board 
delight to vustain such in preaching and teaching the gospel of Jesus 
to perishing sinners. 

; EFFORTS FOR WHITES. 

Tus following vivid picture is from a Southern man, a faithful mis- 
Sionary of this society. His fleld of labor is in one of the Gulf States. 
Ne as: 

The day's travel showed us a country with worn, out, barren 
lands, immense swamps, roads that were quagmires, the marriage re- 
lat ion very seldom regarded, heathenizm, poverty and dirt. In this 
sectidn (of about thirty-nine miles) the — 64 8 is a man who 
was expelled from the Baptist ministry for having three wives! I 

gregation, but went from house to house, and field 

of Jesus where I could, and everywhere leaving a 
copy of the Bible, or a big print Testament. Not d bo offered us 
a mouthful for man or beast, Bear and other wild animals abound. 
The people are poor, and very ignorant; the church is a miserable 
pole shanty, commoner than any church here. They have been 
7 lev. dons dollars u year for 3 and are lost to all high sense 
morality. 


UNITY OF BAPTISTS, NORTH AND SOUTH. 

Ir is delightful to witness the evidences of high Christian regard 
in which this Society in all the features of its work is now held by 
Southern men. One of these men writes to the Rooms in the follow- 
rn . 

A God abandantly bless all. We are and let us 
Ad yrs gang” F | 

The voice of this writer is the voice of a large class, which is 
steadily increasing, and will soom swell to an immense host. 

run SECRETARY'S TRIP SOUTH. 

By vote of the Board, something over a year ago, the secretary 
was directed to visit all the schools of the Society. At about that 
date he visited five. Two remained; one of which he had never 
been at all. These two be visited receily, and, as it cost no more, 
he repeated his visit to the other five. 

As one result of this j»urney, extending through eleven of the 
Southern States, and embracing a period of about six weeks, he 
gained constantly renewed proof of the friendliness of the people 
of the South towards our Freedmen school work. As & result of 
cmi frip aleo, the teachers were aided in $ecuringin each and pledges 
7 * wards carrying on the schools. One of the teachers writes: 
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Tour visit to New Orleans and your earnest words of instruction 
and counzel have helped wonderfully. It is not too much to say chat 
your vi-it has given a full year's growth to the cause of ministeria| 
education in our midst.” 

Several of the teachers expressed the conviction that the secretary 
ought to spend a few days with each school every winter. Other 
societies have long practiced upon this policy ; and though it imposes 
excessive labor upon a secretary, the fruits are not only apparent 
but abundaat. 


WHAT SOUTHEEBRNERS SAY OF OUR SCHOOLS. 


No heartier words have been uttered in favor of edacating freed. 
men preachers, than by some of our Southern Baptist brethren. Our 
schools are winning golden opinions. Our teachers are not only re- 
spected, but praised for their patient and benevolent industry, and 
loved for their truly Christian spirit. We rejoice also to add that they 
are loved for their work's sake. The better class of Southern Baptists 
not only stand ready to welcome us in our work, but they glory in 
our schools. Take the following as a sample utterance from a Soutl- 
ern Baptist minister. He says: 

„The next generation of Baptists will be more indebted to this 
3 for evangelizing and educating the Africans * * than 
or any other similar work. The Baptist freedmen schools are, to no 


small extent, the hope of our country, and of millions in the land of 
the Nile. By all means establish more of them.” 


Your Board are also able to report 


CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE SOUTH. 

Money has been given. In Tennessee, in Alabama, in Georgia, and 
in Virginia, Southern Baptist brethren have made contributions, to- 
wards educating colored preachers in the schools of the Society. 
And colored men themselves, who, owing to former misapprehen 
sions, had not worked with us, are beginning now to help. These 
far-sighted, and wise-hearted leaders of both races begin to see clearly 


chat these schools are theirs in a sense most emphatic. They are 


theirs in a sense that they never can be ours ; theirs to cherish, theirs 
ultimately to own and manage, either with or without their Northern 
brethren ; and theirs from which to derive untold benefits. 


THE CONSOLIDATED CONVENTION. 
Our relations to the Consolidated Convention have continued to be 
most friendly and cordial. They and we are earnestly seeking to 
cultivate the spirit of self-help among the colored people. 


DR. STONE IN THE FIBLD. 

While this Report is in process of preparation, Rev. Marsena 
Stone, D. D., is engaged in holding Ministerial Iustitutes of a few days 
each among the Freedmen, by appointment of the Board. One of 
our teachers writes: Dr. Stone understands what we need. His 
lectures are delightful.” Another writes: If be could go through 
all the South, he would accomplish untold good.” 


MISSIONARY CHARACTER OF THE FREEDMEN SCHOOL 
WORE. 

One of the principal teachers says: This is a missionary work in 
the highest 1 ate sense. Haw and where could any minister in 
the land do more for Christ and more for mankind ? ” 

Another Principal says: * Of the pupils in attendance there are 
pastors of some forty churches scattered throughout this city and 
the adjacent country. * * The unlettered masses of Freedmen cannot 
read; therefore the press with all its vast power is to them a blank. 
They read no Bible, no book, no pam let, no tract. Their minister 
is substitute for all these. go out on Friday even- 
ive churches, and return 
y are missionaries there- 


three 
Friday night Jectures to the colored 
wn 22 I have faithfully 
w * Y 

A third Principal says: I feel that under God's I never 
was more 8nocessfully doing 3 tot ina. Fovhoons 
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Still another Principal writes : © wv wad 1 { gar work that I am doing is 
ot mis#ionary work, then there is nd missionary work; or rather, I 
now not where to find it.” 

It will thus be seen that our Freedmen school work is not only 
issionary in its whole character and conduet, but that each sepa- 
te school becomes a fruitful fountain of missionary endeavor, and 


the source of supply for well-trained missionary workers. 


taped submitted in behalf of the Board, 
Janus B. Stxwoxs, Cor. Sec'y. 


CHURCH EDIFICE DEPARTMENT. 
The Work of the Year. 

In the net Annual Report of your Board, they were able to name 
ſiſt y- three houses of worship secured to the denomination during the 
year, throngh this Department of the Society. The then coming, 
and now past year, it was added, onght to witness one hundred 
meeting houses built throngh the direct ageney of this fand. Sach 
was the then demand made upon it, such the necessities of the 
growing Baptist family of the country West and South, such the 
rapidly increasing population of these fields which are calling for our 
workers, that not less than two new houses every week of the year 
in those localities dependent npon the aid of this Society, should sat- 
isfy either your Board, or the members of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society. | 

If we have not attained to the literal and full measure of duty, as 


then assumed, it has been so nearly reached, as to render the work 


of the year in this respect gratifying and encouraging. 

One hundred and thirty churches, located in twenty-seven different 
States'and Territories, have made application for aid, amounting in 
the aggregate, to one hundred and twenty-five thousknd dollars. 
This has required extended correspondence, with not simply the ap- 
plicants themselves, but with many others, extending often over a 
period of three months, and has demanded on the part of your Board, 
the most careful and wise discrimination, Ninety of these applications, 
after the most satisfactory investigations into their condition, their 
promise, and the character of the honzes they proposed to build, their 
location, and adaptation to the wants of the field, have been favorably 
entertained, and loans made to them, varying in amount from one 
hundred and fifty to in one cage three thousand dollars. In some of 
these caves, it has been to save n house already built, but just ready 
to be sacrificed under the sheriff's hammer, for a small debt. In 
others, it has heen to purchase honses in process of building, from a 
Society that had abandoned the struggle, and proposed to pass it 
over to the Baptista, for a «mall part of its original cost, rather than 
allow it to fall into other hands. 

It will be understood, that these ninety meeting-honses, are exclu- 
ive of at least as many more houses built upon our field, without the 
lirect nid of the fands of this Department, and of the still larger 
number reared by the wealth of the denomination over the Eastern 
and Middle States, where the benevolent part of our ministry as a So- 
ciety in this work, has no special mission. For it must not be for- 
cotten, that the primary, the special work of this fund, is not on 
fields where money can be obtained of banking institutions, and insur- 
ance companies, or of private individuals, at the ordinary rates of 
interest, as in New England and the Middle States. From all these, 
it has been and is studiously and persistently withheld, except in 
es of special designation, by individual donors, in order that its 
blessings might be felt and appreciated, where the rates of interest 
varying from fifteen to forty per cent., render the question of a loan 
for church building entirely inadmizeadle, except from this fund. 

To have come to the rescue of ninety Baptist Churches, struggling 
into life and influence, giving to their ministry the additional power 
of an attractive place of worship, into which the people may be called 
'0 hear the word of life, rendering the support of Gospel institutions 
more equally and easily maintained in the community, and by means 
which, in not a few cases, extensive revivals of religion have been 
enjoyed, under the most favorable ministry of the word, are no un- 
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worthy results of the year's 2 — of your 
department of its work. 

And still these by no means abr = oy 
The stimulus which bas been given to charch 5 15. 
not been required to extend its material aid, of whey 


lightened views which it has promoted in ths 9 Nt 
architecture, the numerous lots or church sites x 
valued at many thouzmgds of dollars, but which | 
estimated in the Treasurer receipts of this 115 not Joes * ' 
of its year's beneficent operations. 

But in addition to this disbursement of 
already in our possession, amounting to over 
dollars, and in the hands of more than two hund 
in twenty-six different States and Territories, this « 
ext due on these loans, and the payment of the p 5 
hecomes due, has demanded no slight attention anj 
For it is a principle with your Board, in 
standing of the donors to this fund, that all 
kept actively at work ; that it should not * i 
of one church beyond a limited period, but be chang; 
ing from ene church that have enjoyed its use iy Hardy struggles, 
till it has grown into comparative strength, to Snathyr in the strug- 
gles of infancy, and specially requiring outaidg.;] In in the building 
of a chapel... It, is farthest removed from the plan. f this fund, to 
allow one. church to be long © eazed” in the u py uy part of it, 
while others shall continue to be long © bug 
house of worship, and without being able to o 

The past year having been one of almost un 
in the money market, particularly through the 
loans are principally held, has pat to the $everent tat possible tlie 
suocessful working of our loan plan. It can bane; 1 called to pars 
through a more trying ordeal. FE SR 

While, therefore, in some cases, churches hav J 
unable to respond as promptly as desirable in the payment of loans, 
and even in the prompt payment of their intereat - {4 all canes, yet 
your Board make grateful acknowledgment of the x 
effort of these churches generally, and of their sel 
to meet their obligations to the Society. As the h 
urer will show, the receipts from interest on the Joan 
ably exceeds that of the preceding year, notwiths a8. 
difficulty of obtaining money in the West; = 1 
of churches have made payments on the loans 
in any preceding year, though the amount real 
is omewhat less. 

It is alike worthy of grateful notice, that 4 1 3 5 
found themselves 80 embarrassed as to be unable to n 7 9 
their oblig»tions, they have generally given notice of &* . 


ns # rule, wo bear them record, that up $6 tho fal ef 
power, yea, and beyond their power” in some gave 
struggled to keep their faith with the Society. And \ 
churches holding our loans, there are none that havy «h4 
promptness in the payment of both the interest and | 
when due, than the Freedmen—the colored chu 
Their conduet is in this particular, worthy of all nige 
eulated to inspire increased confidence in the anſety It 
when judiciously made, not less than in the great 4+ 
fund to them. 


declared their intention to make cuch payments at! the art 2 ö 
possible. Every passing year inspires your + — "7 
confidence in the piety and ability of the Weatern ay” * rm 75 
churches. They are r x ples in 
their negotiations with this Society, in this matter of le, 80 that, 
their 
they 
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